grabbing', its causes and its consequences. The purpose of this research is to identify the trend of land grabbing in general and then to determine whether land grabbing characteristics are found in Latvia. Specifically, this research is focused on the data analysis of forest land owned by foreigners who own a minimum 500 hectares in at least one region of Latvia.
Introduction
The term 'land grabbing' started being used worldwide around 2007 -2008 as food prices increased significantly to describe large scale land deals through either purchase, long-term lease or concessions (www.landmatrix.org) primarily to develop food and biofuels production as well as mining, urbanisation (Zoomers et al., 2017) The aim of this research is to find out whether large-scale land transactions in rural regions of Latvia can be designated as land grabbing. The research assigns the following tasks: 1) to study scientific literature about the history and the characteristics of land grabbing; 2) to identify the major landowners in rural regions of Latvia (specifically, this research is focused on the data analysis of forest land owned by foreigners who own a minimum 500 hectares in at least one region of Latvia); 3) to identify their nationality; 4) to determine whether any of the following land grabbing characteristics can be observed in international land transaction in Latvia: transactions are made on a large scale, violation of the human rights of local people, low land purchase price, low transaction transparency, land ownership concentration, expulsion of native population from the land, buyer is in a dominant position in negotiation and in land transaction, ecological pollution as a result of large size land transactions, changes of the lifestyle of local people.
Methodology
First, scientific literature was explored to identify the history and the characteristics of land grabbing in the world and in particular in Europe. Then data were collected on about 400 companies in Latvia, each of which owns at least 500 hectares of agricultural or forest land located in one regional territory (all of the entire 500 ha must be located in one region) and in which the owners of the majority or all of the shares are foreigners. Data were obtained from the State Land Service and the Latvian Register of Enterprises. All 400 companies were analysed to determine ownership of shares. Then the area of agricultural and forest land owned by foreigners in each of these regions of Latvia was determined. During the period from 15 to 16 January 2018, visits to 8
Latgale municipalities (Karsavas county, Ciblas county, Ludzas county, Zilupes county, Rezeknes county, Dagdas county, Aglonas county, and Kraslavas county) were made and meetings were held with ten local government representatives: seven mayors, two municipality deputies and one qualified specialist, in order to find out the opinion of municipalities regarding the possible international land grabbing occurring in their municipalities (results of questionnaire are revealed in Table 1 ). (Table 2) . It can be concluded that in the part of Latvia -Latgale, foreign forest land ownership is disproportionately large. Therefore, the question whether or not land grabbing exists in Latvia was more thoroughly was researched by analyzing the forest land ownership in the municipalities of Latgale ( Figure 2 , Table 1 (Table 1) .
Based on this research, it can be concluded that foreign-owned forest land in Latgale can be identified as land grabbing, because transactions as a whole are characterized by their large scale, low price received by landowners, land concentration and foreignization of land. However, the nature of this land grabbing is untypical, because foreign-owned land management is distinguished by good forest management. Therefore, in such cases it would be necessary to introduce this new term "gentle land grabbing".
Conclusions, proposals, recommendations
1) It can be concluded that there is no uniform land grabbing definition. Its exact definition is determined by the methodology of each study.
2) Upon analysing foreign land ownership in the regions of Latvia, the main land grabbing evidence was found in relation to forest lands in the Latgale, i.e. disproportionately large tracts of forest land are controlled by foreign-owned companies mostly from Sweden. Other characteristics which can be observed in Latgale are land concentration and the low price of resources, but this does not always mean a low price was paid by foreign investors because of speculative activities.
3) In light of the good practice of forest management by foreign landowners in Latvia, it must be acknowledged that in this case land grabbing has a specific nature. It can be said, based on several parameters, that there has been land grabbing, however, this type should be considered as "gentle land grabbing".
4)
In order to maintain a healthy proportionality of land ownership between local people and foreigners, the limit of foreigners owned land should be 10 % (let's call it "red line"). This would make it possible to maintain the local population's access to resources. A similar 10 % recommendation has been made in the studies of other authors (Petrescu-Mag et al., 2017) adding that during the market liberalization it is a utopian recommendation and it would be contrary to the principle of the free movement of capital of the EU. It should be the responsibility of foreign business entities themselves to choose socially responsible business and do not cross the "red line".
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